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LOCAL SCIENTISTS INITIATE 
TWO-YEAR STUDY OF FIRE'S ROLE 
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As part of the 57-nation International Biological Program (IBP), local scientists 
are initiating a two-year study of the role of fire in the forests of the northern Rocky 
Mountains. 
University of Montana 
The Fire Ecology Project, with offices in thejSchool of Forestry in the ill1 Science 
Complex, is directed by Dr. ~1ark J. Behan, associate professor of botany. He is assisted 
by FEP Deputy Director Alan R. Taylor, forest fire scientist at the Forest Service's 
Northern Forest Fire Laboratory (Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station), on 
special assignment to the project for 1973. A second deputy director, Dr. Ronald N. 
Kickert of Utah State University, Logan, will join the staff April 1. 
Funded by a $55,000 grant from the National Science Foundation, the local project 
is part of the IBP/U.S. Analysis of Ecosystems, Coniferous Forest Biome (CFB). The 
project's purpose is to determine the role of fire in the coniferous (cone-bearing) 
the 
forests of I northern Rockies as it relates to the plants, animals and nonliving com-
ponents of the forest. 
The local group's initial efforts began a year ago when an inquiry from the Coniferous 
Biome Central Office at Seattle, Wash., concerning local scientific interest in fire 
ecology, was answered enthusiastically by scientists here from government and the Univer-
sity of Montana. The response came in a position paper, "Fire in the Coniferous Biome," 
authored by Drs. Behan, James Habeck, Larry Forcier.and Andre\v Sheldon of the University, 
and by Drs. Charles Philpot and \1/illiam Beaufait and research forester Rober,t Mutch of 
the U.S. Forest Service. 
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The goal for 1973-74 is to pull together all fire ecology literature, to produce 
a comprehensive analysis of fire 1 s role in forest ecosystems and to begin construction of 
mathematical models to predict the effects of fire upon the ecosystems. From throughout 
the Rocky Mountain area scientists of many disciplines will contribute to the project, 
sharing their research results and literature on fire ecology. 
The IBP was started in 1964 by the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) 
because of mounting concern throughout the world with the problems of rapidly increasing 
populations, food shortages and environmental degradation. 
Fifty-seven nations agreed to participate and formed national committees. Each 
country developed a national program fitting into the broad international aims set 
by the ICSU, but concentrating on special problems within its own nation. 
The largest and most active program in this country is, 11Analysis of Ecosystems, 11 
of which the CFB is a part. The various environments of the \~orld were segregated as 
broad units called biomes. Besides coniferous forests, the biomes are grassland, desert, 
deciduous forest, arctic and alpine tundra, and tropical forests. 
The study of the biomes involves use of multidisciplinary teams of researchers 
studying all components of specific environments and the interaction of those components 
within each system. The goal of Coniferous Biome research, as indicated by its 
director, Dr. Stanley Gessell, is a basic understanding of coniferous forest ecosystems, 
including both terrestrial and aquatic components, so that ecological constraints on and 
opportunities for increased production of fiber, food, water and wildlife can be recognized 
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